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Cover photo: "MINI at amusement park”

by (c) Dave Jenson Photography (AKA Speednut)
Please, no tickets for this ride...

Inspiration: Carnival rides always provide unique
opportunities for creative photographs. On the
third night | visited this site, | finally arrived in fime to
capture the short lived twilight sky for the October
photo contest theme. I'm not at all pleased with
the flash work and will be practicing more. More of
my photos can be viewed at

http://www flickr.com/speednutdave.






From the Editor-in-Cheif

enough high-end lighting to illuminate Yankee
stadium...and on a stock bug alternator; for a
while. This car started my wheel obsession too. A
set of Ronal Wheels styled after classic Ferrari 308
5-Spoke wheels, worth more than the car itself,
were wrapped in the widest 50 series tires that
came close to fitting. Fender rub was cured with
tin snips. Pretty, no — effective, yes.

My commute to work in those days was mid-
afternoon — | was a line cook at a country club
—and the drive home was late in the evening.

It was about 45 miles each way on what were
sparsely traveled roads in a more rural part of
Maryland. There was not a day that didn't have
an “Oh &%#*" moment; after all driving at 9/10s
in a bug is 48.2 mph. One evening the afore-
mentioned friend, another acquaintance and |
were out driving around, and after many deep
discussions on the “State of the Art” in driving
we planned our future as the next famous rally
drivers. We knew Gruppe B was waiting for us.
We tried our own Rally that night after a care-
ful daytime run through a known area charting
every turn, hill, and odd wrinkle in the road sur-
face. All we needed was some darkness to carry
out our tfraining. Our interest in Rallying along

with news the SCCA was sanctioning a Rally in
the area soon lead us to thinking we could enter.
With a flashlight rigged to illuminate the copious
notes off we went, full speed, well at least full VW
speed, ahead. Soon, a right furn was called out
and | turned left at full tilt into a stand of trees. A
Maryland pine wisping by the window at 80 mph
looks festive, like a Christmas tree in the glow of
those four 100 watt Hellas. Thankfully, the blur-
ring ceased as the velocity slowed. We came to
a stop and tried to open the doors to assess our
predicament. Neither door would open more
than inch or so. We came to rest between two
trees that happened to be just far enough apart
to allow a VW Beetle to pass between them plus
maybe one thin sheet of paper. In a fit of laugh-
ter we turned to each other and quickly came to
the conclusion that rallying was not our forte’.

Yes, it is amazing we are still alive today...
See ya at the track,

Nathan &
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dar becomes my full-fime mistress. While in
my thoughts throughout the year, there are
times when she commands all of my attention.

S everal months of each year the NAM calen-

She’s a demanding, high maintenance sort and,
if she were a dog, she would probably be a poo-
dle; smart, expressive, but easily bored when no
aftention is forthcoming. She's meticulous, driven
by the desire to be of the highest quality, and to
deliver a smile to everyone’s face when they see
her. To understand her—to know what makes her
tick, and what goes into getting her ready for her
annual debut—will, hopefully, help you find the
beauty that | see in her.

Getting ready for the evening on the town

As | already mentioned, my mistress is high
maintenance. Every year, about this time, she
presents herself to the world. Getting her ready
for that presentation is anything but glamor-

ous. Around August the push for the next an-
nual tour starts. She commands her paparazzi to
start shooting. She spins up her research team,
designers, and production team. She dictates
how and when shipping and packaging will be
handled.

Around October things get really busy; only
about two months from making her public debut,
she keeps everyone up all night finalizing her de-
sign and tour plans. Hour after hour she painstak-
ingly pores over every paparazzo's photograph
(she prefers to be seen expressing fun, adven-
ture, and creativity), and eventually selects her
favorites. To confirm her choices she asks numer-
ous friends and family to give their input. After

all is said and done we are directed to contact
each selected photographer to get their approv-
al for being a part of the annual soiree.

The last push prior to her debut is reviewing,
reviewing, reviewing and reviewing some more
everything that goes into her. For her tour she
demands the best paper and the user of the best

From the Founder:

Mark Ferguson

My wife’s jealousy is getting ridiculous. The other day she
looked at my calendar and wanted to know who May
was. - Rodney Dangerfield.

multi-million dollar offset presses to make her work
sparkle. This, in itself, requires several trips to the
printers to review their work and insure that every-
thing goes as planned. There are a lot of steps
but she is exacting in her demands and obsessed
with exceeding the expectations of her fans.

The Big Night

Like any important debut, you need spot lights,
press releases to every media outlet, and lots of
behind-the-scenes work to make it look effortless
when she walks down the red carpet. Thereis a
crushing throng of people who reserved the op-
portunity, many weeks prior, to see her first. Many
of these have even given a gift of her to their
friends and family. Everyone is waiting anxiously
and her entourage feels the pressure to deliver.

She doesn’t disappoint. She makes her entrance
and immediately goes out to every person who
requested an audience with her. She is an am-
bassador of a community that shares a common
intferest and similar goals. She inspires conversa-
tions and new friendships as those who have met
her share her work with strangers.

The miles pile up

Like a reigning beauty queen, after her introduc-
tion her presence is required around the world.
To date, she's traveled to nearly every state in
the union, Australia, Canada, England, Ireland,
Germany, Portugal, Italy, Japan, South Koreq,
and so many others that it's difficult to remember
them all. Every day, as requests for her presence
come in, | immediately pack for her departure,
arrange safe transport, and get her on her way.
Her fans get a little testy if she isn’t at their door-
step within a week ;)

Care and feeding

After reaching her destination she nurtures her
new found friends. Not only does she brighten
the halls of your abode but she also bears gifts.
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