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From the Editor-in-Chief:

Nathan Freedenberg

Losing Focus. It happens to all of us at some point, we lose
sight of a goal, a dream or something that is important to
us. It happened to me this morning and I’'m lucky enough to
be able to share. Today is Thursday, day 2 of MINI’'s On The
Dragon. Up and out early for a run before the bike crowd
and the majority of the MINI revelers have shaken off the

cobwebs from last night’s patrties.

My MINI and | ready to tame all 318 turns. The run
out to the overlook was uneventful. A nice brisk
pace getting the MINI and | warmed up. Stopped
at the overlook to take a break before the run
back. | was going to go for it. Not 10/10’s not even
close. After adjusting tire pressures to correct a
little bit of a push | took off. Quickly | got into that
rhythm; those that have driven these curves know
of what | speak, when each corner gracefully flows
into the other, the whine of the supercharger mixes
perfectly with the echoes of the exhaust and the
sweet singing of tires clamoring for grip.

Then it happened, | lost focus, | looked down. Right
after Gravity Cavity there is a section of quick left/
rights. In the apex of a right hander the road dips
and off the edge is a cliff. How far it drops | can’t
tell you, it looks like it falls to Middle Earth. | didn’t
look ahead, | looked down. The inside wheel
dropped off the road. | lost focus, | looked down
that cliff. Lucky for me instinct took over when |

felt the lurch, both feet in as the scraping started.
Gently | eased the wheel to the left and popped
back on the pavement. The front tires now gripping
the road with the rear tires still in the dirt | spun, slid-
ing across the road in a short chute between two
blind corners, coming to rest with the nose of the
splitter against a rock wall. Quickly taking in my situ-
ation, perpendicular the direction of travel, in the
wrong lane and lucky to not be in the lake. | want-
ed to sit there for a spell and collect myself, but
with no corner workers to signal drivers from either
direction | had the presence of mind to get out of
there fast. Gently driving to the next place to pull
off | calmed myself down, got my heart rate back
to normal and if | could have | would have kicked
myself in the butt a few times. After checking over
the MINI it was a leisurely drive back to Fontana Vil-
lage and right to the laptop fresh with inspiration.

Right now the air smells sweeter, the sun shines a
little brighter and even the screaming kid outside
my room is a beautiful soundtrack. | lost focus and
almost paid a very high price.

So what does all this have to do with the Alliance
Magazine? It happened to show me we have

yet to gain a focus; sure we are about MINI’s but
still looking for our place. You’ll find this issue has a
lot more of a technical focus then the last. While
we try to focus on keeping a balance, sometimes
that’s hard, especially when we are presented
with the opportunities given for this issue. It’s not
every day that we are offered an article like Texas
Speedwerks offered us. Swapping a transmission is
not trivial, it shows in all the steps required. | could
have edited it down to the nuts and bolts, but
that’s not what we are about. Focusing on MINI’s is
easy, we want the Alliance Magazine to be more
about the people. Their experiences, the joys, the
triumphs, the celebrations of when viewed through
MINI tinted glasses.

We are trying something new in this issue, Product
Reviews. You will find the complete text that was
sent to manufacturers as an afterward to the first
review. We are trying to be as transparent as pos-
sible. In a nutshell, the manufacturer ships the item
to the reviewer who installs, tests and works with
the manufacturer for clarification if needed. Once
the review is complete the manufacturer issues a
call tag for the item. The reviewer submits the ar-
ticle to me where upon it’s edited solely for spelling
and grammar. The review is then sent to the manu-
facturer for comment. All this is then published in
the Alliance Magazine. We have a few items in
the pipeline and would also like to hear from you
about what items you would like us to review. If
you like this feature we would like to step it up and
review more products than space in the Alliance
Magazine can provide. These will be published in
an Alliance Member only area of NAM, more rea-
son to become a member.

As always we want to hear from you. What did you
like, what didn’t you like, what do you want to see.
Feel free to contact me at Editor@NorthAmerican-
Motoring.com

Thanks and enjoy this issue, Nathan

3 | NORTH AMERICAN MOTORING ALLIANCE | June 2008


mailto:Editor@NorthAmerican-Motoring.com
mailto:Editor@NorthAmerican-Motoring.com

From the Founder:

Big Thanks

Working on bringing together MINIs On The Dragon,
locating a new home with my family, prep our ex-
isting home for sale and train a new member of our
software development team, all while doing the
usual things for NAM. It’s been a lot to juggle and,
while at times, seeming like it would never end, life
has begun to return to a sense of normalcy.

For those that have taken the opportunity to spend
a little time with me you probably have come to
know that, in general, | try to let a things roll off my
back. At this year’s MINIs On The Dragon, the tree
that came down, the one that downed power
lines and started a smalll forest fire, came down
with the top only 10 feet from where | slept each
night. Was | stressed? No. | was just thankful that
it didn’t come down in the middle of the night, on
my head, or result in harming anyone at the event.
Life is good!

With the rogue tree, forest fire, and other stresses |
have experienced | thought that, for this column,

it should be a column of what I’m thankful for and
feel especially privieged to have experienced in
my recent life travels. Without further ado, my list of
thanks:

Thanks to all those that traveled, braved increasing
gas prices, tickets, and more to attend this year’s
MINIs on the Dragon.

Thanks to all those that took the time to volunteer,
coordinate, work to try new things, improve old
ones, and help in making the event operate as
smoothly as it did.

Thanks to the staff at Fontana for always putting
their best effort forward. I’ve worked with Joey
Dehart, Tim Gamble, the ownership, and other Fon-
tana staff members long enough to know that they
are truly nice, caring, and supportive people...
people that | would gladly share a beer with.

Thanks for those that didn’t get harmed when the

Mark Ferguson

Since the first issue a lot of things have happened in my life,
the people that | interact with in the community, and my
family. The last three months have been a new high water
mark for stress.

Dragon took a bite out of them.

Thanks to all the clubs that rallied their members
into volunteering to coordinate a dinner, manage
an event, or simply being there to represent their
club.

Thanks specifically to...

Barry Patascher (snooter) for not only the Welcome
Dinner but his constant assistance with everything |
needed help with, bringing organized drives back
to MOTD with a team of great drive leaders, and
working to insure that the group photo could con-
tinue as a tradition.

Katie Williams (kgdblu) for conceiving of, organiz-
ing, and staffing the info table.

Haemish Edgerton (Edge) and Ashley Spetter
(Hamerette) for making registration run smoothly.

Pamala (Pamalalala) and Steve Mielnicki (Miel-
nicki) for all their efforts in making MINI Monte Carlo
Night and Little Dragons fun events for all.

Stacey Kim (MINInurse) for taking a untamed bull
by the horns and making the Farewell dinner a top
shelf affair (regardless if misprints threw a few curve
balls her way)

For all those people that | can’t list here...thank you
for your time, interest, support, and energy that you
bring to this community and its events!

In closing the biggest thanks | want to offer is the
encouragement many of you personally gave me
at the event. Meeting many of you, sharing your
experiences, and getting to know you, even for just
a few minutes, gave me a large, much needed
dose of what’s great about this community. For
that and all the other things | experience each
year in that first weekend in May, | am very
thankful.

Mark
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