
F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8  |  I s s u e  O n e

From the Editor’s Desk

From the Founder

Alliance Program 

Photographer 
Confessions

03Indigo : Featured MINI

R50 & R53 Oil Service

R56 Oil Service

Resetting the 
Oil Indicator

Trailing Arm Conversion

Birthing a MINI 
Phenomenon

Intro to the Track

Think Before You Leap

RIP Nano 

Club Directory



North American Motoring Alliance magazine is 
published by Drive Thru Online, Inc. 

Publisher  and Founder	 Mark Ferguson

Editor-in Chief	 Nathan Freedenberg

Layout and Design	 Sherill Anne Gross

Contributing Authors 	 Graham Chandler,
Matt Cook, Dave Jensen , Jon Kessel,  
Richard T Lin , Ryan Malcolm , Heather Martinez, 
Justin McCullough , Chad Miller

Contributing Photographers
Mark Ferguson, Dave Jenson, Dave Bunting

Graphics	 Christopher Amatulli
	 Sherill Anne Gross

To Reach Us  - 
Editor@NorthAmericanMotoring.com

Story ideas and submissions are welcome, send 
to  Editor@NorthAmericanMotoring.com

Unless otherwise stated, maintenance and 
modification procedures herein are not 
“Factory Authorized” and their use may void 
some or all of your standard and/or extended 
MINI and/or Third party warranty. Ideas 
and opinions are those of the writers and 
no authentication is implied by the editors 
or publishers, who assume no liability for 
information contained herein. Please follow 
accepted safety standards before and while 
attempting any maintenance and modification 
procedures herein.

North American Motoring.com, North American 
Motoring Alliance, and the North American 
Motoring Alliance magazine are in no way 
affiliated or associated with MINI, MINI USA or 
BMW.   

Copyright © 2008 Drive Thru Online, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without 
permission is prohibited. North American Motoring logo 
and name used with permission of Internet Brands, Inc.

Cover images are from the following 
contributers (From left-right / top-bottom)
scooby, running, blacknblue, jabrowntx, 
MrV, Sin MINI, sideache, phydeaux , 
Capias, bristone, RallyMINI, R56MINICooper, 
hillwalker, alivenkickn, dave, BlimeyCabrio, 
JCWGP,snoopsbme, MINIute, cooldaddy, 
DMINIQ, MiniS AZ, dave, gci, jmck, 
StoopidGirl, kgelner, 89AKurt

	 3| 	 From the Editor’s Desk

 	 4| 	 From the Founder

	 5| 	 North American Motoring Alliance Program 
 

	 7| 	 Confessions from a Photographer
			   Dave Jenson 

	 9| 	 03Indigo : Featured MINI 
 

	16| 	 How-To: R50 & R53 Oil Service

	19|	 How-To: R56 Oil Service

	22|	 Resetting the Oil Indicator
			   Chad Miller  from Detroit Tuned	    

	23| 	 How-To: Trailing Arm Conversion
			   Ryan Malcolm 

	27| 	 Birthing a MINI Phenomenon
			   Justin McCullough

 	31|	 Intro to the Track Experience
			   Graham Chandler

 	34| 	 Think Before You leap
			   Richard T. Lin & Heather Martinez 

 	41| 	 RIP Nano 
			   Matthew Cook

	 48| 	 Club Directory

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8  |  I s s u e  O n e 



3 | NORTH AMERICAN MOTORING ALLIANCE | February 2008

 

We felt the publication allows for more in-depth 
articles, more high quality images and more of the 
subjects that interest you, the NAM community.  The 
online format allows us many freedoms not found in 
traditional print media - space becomes less of an 
issue allowing authors to thoroughly explore subject 
matter that interests both themselves and the MINI 
community at large. 

I’d like to take some space here to introduce myself 
and my MINI. Many of you know or have seen my 
MINI, “GNAT”, at AMVIV, MOTD or MITM. You’ve also 
seen the various guises it’s taken over the past year. 
GNAT is a very late build 06, one of the last R53 tin 
tops. I purchased him January 8th 2007 as a birth-
day present to myself. With engine still ticking in the 
garage the evening I brought him home, I purchased 
my very fi rst mod, a short antenna. The very next day 
I spec’ed out and ordered his fi rst of many sets of 
wheels. It wasn’t long, less then 1000 miles, before 
suspension components were being replaced. Not 
long after that the garage started fi lling with all kinds 
of new goodies. I drank from the modding Kool-Aid 
fountain long and deep. Now it’s a year later as I 
write this. Over 20,000 miles are on the odometer and 
GNAT’s not a daily driver. Enough about the MINI for 
now. I’ll detail many of his unique features in a future 
issue. 

I’ve had the opportunity to meet a lot of truly won-
derful folks over the past year. I’d like to think I’ve 
made a lot of new friends. I know my address book 

is certainly overfl owing under the MINI heading. For 
those that don’t know me, Hi, I’m Nathan and I’m a 
MINIac. Almost 2 years ago now I moved to the Dal-
las suburb of Plano from Maryland where I lived for 
40-some years. I certainly had not planned on mov-
ing here, I came to help care for a parent that was 
quite ill. Unfortunately, soon after I arrived, my mother 
passed but I stuck around to help care for my father. 
Picked up some contract work to earn a few bucks 
and keep myself out of trouble. Almost six months to 
the day after I lost my mother my father passed. The 
only family left at that point is a brother and his lovely 
wife. So there I was; I inherited a nice home in an 

upscale suburb, had a job I loathed, little family and 
knew very few people outside of my brother’s friends. 
The MINI was purchased soon after and I credit that 
little box of metal for changing my life. 

Soon I found the MetroplexMini group. A hugely 
diverse group of people all centered around MINI’s. 
Quickly I made new friends and was exploring parts 
of Dallas I’d never visited on my own. Not long after 
that was the nervous trek out to AMVIV where people 
I had never met soon made me feel like family. That’s 
where I met Mark and Sam for the fi rst time and soon 
we were swapping ideas for NAM. From there it was 
like a snowball rolling downhill. I met more and more 
people. Went to MOTD, cementing relationships and 
creating new ones. Finally it was at MITM where I pro-
posed the idea for this publication to Mark. We batted 
the idea back and forth for a while, fi nally he gave me 
the go ahead to run with it. 

You will fi nd what I think are some very interesting 
articles within these pages. As editor I drew from the 
people I knew or knew of that I felt would offer a mix 
of entertaining and educational articles. I want to 
hear from you, the reader. What you like and what 
you don’t like. Want to contribute? Please contact 
me, we pay for quality articles and photos. I’m always 
on the lookout for  unique MINI’s to feature as the 
MINI of the Month. Please, send me your ideas. I may 
be the editor-in-chief but this is your publication, for 
without you reading and wanting more I’d not have 
anything to do. 

I’d like to thank all the authors that graciously put up 
with my constant badgering for content. BTW, the next 
issue is being put together, please get those articles in 
soon! Thanks to Mark for allowing me to experiment 
and giving me the freedom to bring together what I 
think is great group of authors. A big THANKS goes to 
Sherill and her putting up with all the questions about 
layout. Please give her a big hand, without her design 
skills this would just be another rag. And lastly, thanks 
to the NAM community for being there, I feel you’ve 
become the big extended family I’ve never had. We 
may bicker and have some disagreements but in the 
end we get in our MINIs, go motoring and smile. 

From the Editor-in-Chief: 

Nathan Freedenberg
Welcome to the premiere issue of NAM’s online magazine, 
an exciting new venture for NorthAmericanMotoring.com. 
You may be asking why, what can the online magazine offer 
that is not already found in the forums? We asked ourselves 
the same question again and again when we had the idea 
to create this journal. 
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Dawn is now parked alongside Fiona, my 1992 
Mini classic. She looks good there, her deep 
purple lines gleaming alongside the bright red 
classic. My son delights in telling every random 
stranger we meet about Kara’s accident, and 
delights in recounting how she “rolled over our 
MINI on the Dragon” (much to her chagrin), and 
about how cool he thinks our new, purple car is. 

Many of the performance MODs I put on Nano 
were salvageable, and many thanks go out to 
NAM member DavisFlyer, who volunteered to go 
down to the wrecking yard and wrench them off 
for me. Good thing, as our insurance didn’t cov-
er any of them, and if they hadn’t been, I would 
have been out a good chunk of change (any-
one with a heavily MODded MINI should proba-
bly call your insurance agent – now – and check 

Blueminated Nano

on your coverage, lest you fi nd 
yourself unpleasantly surprised in 
the event of an accident).

What was not salvageable were 
the LEDs, cold cathodes and 
other lighting modifi cations that 
made Nano so unique. No wor-
ries: I’ve already purchased some 
of the things that will be used to 
make Dawn my own, and I plan 
to make her another “bluminated 
MINI” after the holidays. With 
a little luck, I’ll have everything 
installed in time to make the MINIs 
on the Dragon event next May.

Will we drive the Dragon again? 
Undoubtedly. It’s too good a 

road to ignore. But we’ve certainly learned that 
it’s not a road that can ever be “slain” – the best 
one can hope for is to ride it safely. As for Dawn, 
I can’t wait to get her down there and let her 
stretch her legs. Larry tells me that his wife was an 
adventurous woman who liked to drive fast (and 
well)… I think she would have liked it there.

The Cook’s classic mini “Fiona” in the garage with the departed 
Nano.
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Manitoba MINI Motoring Club Winnipeg  
Manitoba   http://www.mbminiclub.com/
Southern Ontario Mini Club Toronto
Ontario  http://www.somc.on.ca

ALABAMA    
Birmingham Area Mini Association
Birmingham   http://www.bamamini.com

ARKANSAS    
Arkansas MINI Owners Klub (AMOK)
Little Rock  http://www.motoringamok.com

ARIZONA    
Dynamic MiNi Collective
Phoenix   http://www.dynamicminicollective.org

CALIFORNIA    
MININUTS 
Los Angeles   http://www.mininuts.com
motoring|underground 
Encinitas   http://motoringunderground.com 
Norcal Minis
Monterey http://www.norcalminis.com
Redwood Empire Mini Enthusiasts
Healdsburg http://redwoodempiremini.com

Socal MINI Maniacs
Los Angeles http://www.scmm.org
SSOCMCC
Orange County http://www.ssocmcc.net

COLORADO   
MINI5280
Denver  http://www.mini5280.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA    
DC Metro MINIs
Washington http://www.dcmetrominis.org

FLORIDA    
Sunshine Minis
Orlando  http://www.sunshineminis.org

GEORGIA
Coastal MINI’s
Savannah http://www.coastalminis.com

Middle Georgia MINIs
Warner Robins http://www.middlegeorgiaminis.com 

ILLINOIS
Chicago MINI Motoring Club
Chicago  http://www.chicagominiclub.com

INDIANA
MINI Car Club of Indiana
Indianapolis http://www.minicci.org
NorthWest Indiana MINIacs
Valparaiso http://www.nwiminiacs.com

IOWA    
Eastern Iowa MINIs
Cedar Rapids  http://www.easterniowaminis.org
Loess Hills Motoring Club

Glenwood  http://www.loesshillsmotoringclub.com

KENTUCKY    
Bluegrass Minis
Louisville   http://www.bluegrassminis.com

MASSACHUSETTS    
Cape Cod Minis
Cape Cod http://www.capecodminis.com
Massachusetts Motoring Club
Worcester  http://www.massmotoringclub.com

MINNESOTA    
‘Sota MINIs
Minneapolis http://www.sotaminis.com

MONTANA    
Mini’s of the Ozark Region   Springfi eld

St. Louis MINI Club
St. Louis  http://www.stlmini.com

NORTH CAROLINA    
Mini Motoring Club of the Carolinas (M2C2)
Charlotte http://www.m2c2.org

Tar Heel MINI Motoring Club
Winston-Salem http://www.tarheelminis.org/

NEBRASKA    
C.O.R.N (Cooper Owners of Rural Nebraska)  
Omaha  http://www.northamericanmotoring.  
  com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=164

NEVADA    
Sin City MINI Club
Las Vegas http://www.sincityminiclub.com

NEW YORK    
TIERMINI   
Endicott  http://tiermini.com

OKLAHOMA    
okMINI.com 
Oklahoma City http://www.okMINI.com

OREGON    
Emerald MINI Car Club
Eugene   http://emeraldmc2.com 

PENNSYLVANIA    
Carlisle MINI
Carlisle  http://minicooper.meetup.com/184/

TENNESSEE
Scenic City MINIS
Chattanooga http://www.ScenicCityMINIS.com

TEXAS
Houston MINI Motoring Society
Houston  http://www.hmms.org/

Metroplex Mini
Dallas  http://www.metroplexmini.org/
South Texas MINI Club (STMC)
San Antonio http://www.minimotoring.us 

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee MINIs
Milwaukee http://www.milwaukeeminis.com

Canada

United States




